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State Chair Brian Saks called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer.

Roll call by State Secretary Sussi Saks:

Chapter 1
Steve Harney, Chair
Chapter 2
Rachel Morris, Chair

Chapter 3
Absent
Chapter 4
Rick Snyder, Chair

Chapter 5
Wayne Forgey, Chair
Chapter 6
Holly Nelson, Chair

Chapter 7
Howard Williams, Chair
Chapter 8
Dennis Donken, Chair

Chapter 9
Jade Hennessy
Chapter 10
Tanya Minerich, Chair

Chapter 11
Chris Sax, Chair
Chapter 12
Kristen Koski, Chair

Chapter 13
Dave Birmingham, Chair
Chair
Brian Saks

Vice-Chair
Randy Holliday
Treasurer
Wayne Mesenbrink

Secretary
Sussi Saks
Chapter H.S. Coordinator
Eric Perkins

Auditor
Blake Bippes
Fundraising Chair
Orley Sorrel

Outreach
Judy Maxwell, Gino Pugliese, Tom Dugan
Alumni Coordinator
Sherry Burrows

Alumni #1
Charles Golden
Alumni #2
Randy Holliday

Alumni #3
Larry Alan Higgley, Jr.
Alumni #4
Mike Molan

Alumni #5
Sussi Saks
Alumni #6
Rondy Wilson

World Council
Brian Saks, Sherry Burrows, Lance Wischler
Guests
Sean (Chapter 12), Amy (Chapter 9), Gwen (Chapter 8), Phil (Chapter 2), Chico (Chapter 10), Jeff (Chapter 13), Paul (Chapter 6), Oid (Chapter 1), J.R. (Chapter 1), John (Chapter 1), Carl (Chapter 1), Myrna (Alumni), Annazette (Chapter 11)

Principles read by Paul.

Traditions read by Lance.

Brian suggested keeping side conversations to a minimum since this is such a big meeting and we need to move it along efficiently.

Additions or corrections to November 9, 2002 minutes: No additions or corrections were given.  MM to accept November 9, 2002 minutes, 2nd, MMP 20-0.

Chair’s Report by Brian: This is my last meeting as the State Board Chair.  It has been very nice to serve as Chair.  I now have friends all over the world!  I will continue to be involved as World Council Chair.  History of Oxford given.  It has truly been a great experience.  There have been joys and headaches along the way, but joy mostly.  Welcome to the new chapter chairs!  Remember to mail your chapter minutes to the new State Board Chair.  MM to accept Chair’s Report, 2nd, MMP.

Vice-Chair’s Report by Randy: This is my last meeting as the State Board Vice-Chair.  I am grateful for the experience.  I will continue to be involved as alumni and wherever needed.  I attended Chapters 2 and 5 chapter meetings and things seem to be going well.  MM to accept Vice-Chair’s Report, 2nd, MMP 15-0.

Treasurer/Auditor’s Report: Handed out dues report.  Chapter 5 sent processed checks to help me out.  Be sure to write your number of beds on all the dues checks.  Look through report and talk to Wayne if any changes.  Beginning balance: $4,044.53. Ending balance: $10,560.75; Deposits: $4,148.73; Expenses $1,174.65.  Thank you to Blake for taking care of the $46.00 discrepancy.  Copy of bank statement sent around.  Reminder that dues checks go to Wayne Mesenbrink, PO Box 485, Longview, WA  98632.  Note that chairs can get ½ travel expense paid by State Board if over 200 miles one way.  CD will be rolled over, balance $4,131.81. Expenses: Blake travel expense $23.75; Brian supplies $20.35; Sherry supplies $25.00; Charles travel expense $29.35; Sussi supplies $40.92; Canyon Park House food expense $150.00.  MM to pay all expenses, 2nd, MMP.  Check was received from Cathy Polin for t-shirts.  MM to accept Treasurer’s Report, 2nd, MMP.

Chapter Housing Services Coordinator’s Report by Eric: Attended HSR potluck for Chapters 6 and 13.  Attended fundraising meeting.  Hasn’t really done much but time has been freed up to do more if I should be re-elected to this position.  I now have my own computer!  MM to accept Chapter Housing Services Coordinator’s Report, 2nd, MMP.

Fundraising Chair’s Report: Report handed out.  Golf tournament proposed.  Need more people on committee!  It is suggested that one person from each chapter be on committee.  Sponsor brochure available to all chapters.  Thanks to Jae for all his work. Jae was removed as signer on account.  It was discussed that the Fundraising Chair should report all activities to the State Board, but decisions on fundraising may be made by the committee!  MM to accept Fundraising Chair’s Report, 2nd, MMP.

Alumni Coordinator’s Report by Sherry: This is my last meeting as Alumni Coordinator.  Looking forward to turning over papers to new coordinator.  I will e-mail new alumni list to new person.  DASA mailed newsletter to alumni this time.  Remember to send in your alumni forms.  As always, there is a form attached to these minutes!  MM to accept Alumni Coordinator’s Report, 2nd, MMP.

World Council Reports ~ Brian: There was a meeting in December.  Four to five locations are proposed for the next convention in the DC area.  David Jones is working on this.  The Omni Hotel booked for the first and second weekend in October.  The cost is $129.00 per room.  World Council member David White died in November.  Position was filled by Steve Bone from Louisiana.  Oregon case lost, now under appeal.  Chapter 8 sent donation for costs of approximately $4,300.00 that Oregon had to pay.  World Council By-Laws amended and will be sent out soon.  Leslie Sims is reviewing manuals for inconsistencies and making new housing manual.  Later, we will be making a state association manual!  For those who are new, the World Council is the keeper of manuals and traditions.  Account in new location now, Mollie Brown will take care of funds.  Alumni account has been set up by Julie Phillips.  World Council member Darryl Brown from Illinois is the member to contact regarding fundraising…they rock in fundraising!!  Oxford House Foundation in motion per the resolution at the World Convention.  Interest from this account will be used for operating expenses.  If you know of any big corporation that wants to donate, contact Paul.  Lance:  It was cool sitting in on meeting.  Input on Chapters 6 and 13.  Looking at service manual.  Sherry:  Propagating!  Reminder to all alumni to pay their dues!  Get in your e-mail addresses!  MM to accept World Council Reports, 2nd, MMP.

Outreach Reports ~ Judy: I am full time now and have a new contract.  Thank you to all who supported me!  Chapter Officers Workshop set for October 31, November 1, November 2.  Check was put in mail today for the deposit.  More will be revealed.  Working with Chapters 2 and 5.  They now have 10 houses for each chapter.   Women’s house was relocated and is now a women and children’s house.  We have opened up a hearing impaired men’s house.  We hope to open a women’s house also for the hearing impaired.  They are regular Oxford houses, except that the necessary extras have been added, i.e., TTD, lighting for doorbell, etc.  We now have 105 houses in Washington.  There are 19 women’s houses and 7 women and children’s houses.  We are hoping to open more!  Brought up co-ed softball team for Oxford Houses of Washington.  I am taking sign language classes.  Tom: The state has been cutting back on funds for treatment centers, DASA and county.  Lobbyist Cathy Allen has been hired to rally to the legislature, bill is being worked on.  Get a hold of Ken Stark, DASA Coordinator for more info.  Myrna suggested inviting state rep’s and congress people to your houses.  Have an open house, tell stories and the like.  Invite alumni to tell their stories too, shows our success!  Revolving loan depleted, but State of Washington kicked in and there’s money in there.  Still continue to make your loan payments though!  Gino: Remember your contributions!  Collecting funds at the chapter meetings is working well.  Oregon case on appeal.  This is very important because the outcome will set a precedent and could affect us all.  I will be the raffle chair for the workshop.  Each chapter is suggested to donate two super nice prizes!!  Loan report handed out.  There are footnote comments on the report.  Please contact me if any discrepancies.  Please have Kingsgate, Kirkland and Spokane Falls start paying on their loans!  MM to accept Outreach Reports, 2nd, MMP.

1:35 pm: MM for break, 2nd, MMP.  The meeting will reconvene at 2:15 pm.

2:18 pm: Meeting brought back to order.

Chapter Summary Reports:

CHAPTER
# OF HOUSES
# OF BEDS
CHECKING
VACANCIES
RELAPSES

13
10
91
$780.19
8
3

12
6
47
$1,311.64
1
3

11
10
83
$1,816.67
29
16

10
9
79
$1,574.97
8
6

9
5
35
$1,205.83
6
5

8
9
68
$828.69 

savings $494.31
4
9

7
4
34
$656.87
6
1

6
10
72
$596.62
6
11

5
10
76
$741.82
10
3

4
7
64
$1,980.00
4
6

3
No report
No report
No report
No report
No report

2
9
74
$1,034.98
9
5

1
7
67
$1,340.95
8
7

Chapter 13 by Dave: It is with gratitude that I take this opportunity to report on Chapter 13 activities and status for the first time as Chapter Chair.  My fellow Chapter Officers, Co-Chairperson Alice Heartgrove, Treasurer Patrick Antush, Housing Services Representative “Jazzy” Jeff Frangello, and Secretary Christina Eaves and I appreciate the opportunity to serve a great chapter and an awesome state Oxford organization. The past tow months have been active ones for Chapter 13.  I am very happy to welcome a new house, our 10th, into Chapter 13.  Ridgecrest Oxford House opened officially on January 1, 2003 with 7 beds.  Six of the 7 beds have already been filled and with Jeff Evanson’s energy and recovery centered approach I have no doubt about the long term success of Ridgecrest.  The Chapter continues to take an active role in state events, with many of our members working on the State Oxford House 12th Annual Workshop which takes place at the Lake Community Center March 28th through the 30th.  I am constantly amazed and instructed by the selfless attitude of service and recovery engendered by so many of my fellow addicts and alcoholics here in Chapter 13.  Recovery Rocks!!!  Finally, taking over the reins from Jae Johnson is a humbling experience.  Jae was and is a powerful presence in Chapter 13 and Oxford.  His work ethic and energy have left big shoes to fill.  With your patience and God’s help I will do my best for Chapter 13, for Oxford, and for my own recovery.

Chapter 12 by Kristen: Our chapter is getting tougher and tighter.  We need to open another house.  We are looking forward to having some new wranglers running the new herd of officers.

Chapter 11 by Chris: We have had a lot of relapses/vacancies in our chapter overall this last month.  But I do feel that we are pulling together as a chapter.  We got new officers elected.  We had more participation at this past chapter meeting, so we just need to keep up the momentum.  I am very hopeful.  We elected new officers, Chris-Chapter Chair (Bridle Trails), David-Vice Chair (Bridle Trails), Annazette-temporary Treasurer (alumni), Amanda-Secretary (Simmons), Terry-Housing Services Rep (Kirkland).  Flags were up for the Juanita House to look in on them.  Unpaid bills of $5,000.00+.  Five alumni stepped in to help.  Suggested that chairs listen to your reports and notice any problems and then help with them!  Alumni members will be mentors at the Juanita House to help them out.  Remember the traditions!

Chapter 10 by Tanya: Would like to apologize for our absence, our chapter was and is still in a transitional period.  We are in the process of looking for a house for women and children, but due to the large response we might be looking for two.  We opened up a new men’s house (Sunset View) that took no time at all to fill, this brings our total number of beds up to 79.  the chapter level participation is continually growing.  A lot of positive growth throughout the houses.  We’re looking forward to this new year and wish you all a happy, healthy, sober year!

Chapter 9 by Jade: Conflict between our two women’s houses in a continuing problem.  The Three Rivers House is low on funds and will be trying to fill three vacancies.  We will be changing chapter officers this month.  Meeting attendance may vary from house to house, however, there are many individuals within our chapter who have outstanding regular meeting attendance.  We need to get the women together and have some problem resolution.  Discussion on problems with women’s houses, Judy and Rachel will go to their meeting and see if they can help.

Chapter 8 by Dennis: Our chapter will be adapting to the opening of a new house in Kennewick and looking for a feasible house in Walla Walla, and maybe a women’s house in Wenatchee.  Rondy, our alumni member, is forming a committee to check into our chapter having a clean-sober Oxford campout at Eagles Park, maybe the first part of August 2003, money will be an issue.  Chapter 8 paid $845.00 contributions to World Services, GOOD JOB!

Chapter 7 by Howard: I’m pleased with the way things are going.  Our chapter is finally coming around.  We finally have all of our officers.  Following in the State Board’s footsteps, we are starting a fundraising committee with a twist.  We have an incentive program.  To get participation, at each fundraising event each participant will receive a ticket.  At the end of six months we’ll have a drawing for prices (DVD, etc).  We’ve had three presentations since November.  I’m very happy with our housing service committee.  The Towanda House has to move by January 12, 2003, their new house is ready.  Their move was initially for the 6th but the house was a mess.  I held an emergency meeting to get all the houses involved with the move.  I’m happy to say at least two people form each house will be helping with the move.  I’m very proud of the participation of our houses and hope this move will be as smooth as planned.

Chapter 6 by Holly: Very excited for 2003.  Chapter 6 has chosen a great group of individuals to serve them.  Every house but one is represented in a service position for chapter.  We look forward to working closely with Chapter 13 and building an even stronger relationship.  The spring Workshop planning is coming together, we are excited.  Licton Springs continues to have some challenges, as we had to give them a $500.00 loan from chapter.  I have been working closely with the house since June and feel that the group of women that are currently there are the strongest group of women.  The spirit is returning to the house and if any group of women can turn that house around it is the ones who are currently there, as they continue to reach out.

Chapter 5 by Wayne: Chapter 5 is doing well.  We made it through the holiday season fine.  Had a great Christmas party with Chapter 2.  We’ve opened a TTY/hearing impaired house for men and soon one for women.  The bigger the chapter is getting the stronger we are growing.

Chapter 4 by Rich: We are a great turnout at our chapter Christmas party at the Puget Sound House.  Each house brought a gift for exchange with the other houses.  We are planning for some social activities at the chapter level.  I feel this will bring our strong chapter even closer together.  Also, we are still in the planning phase to add another house to our chapter.  A couple of the core members of our chapter have moved on to become Oxford alumni.  Each of them credit their success to the 3 years and 6 years they lived in an Oxford house.  They continue to provide support and advice to the houses in which they lived.  Our chapter wishes them every success in their endeavors.  House in Aberdeen fell through.

Chapter 3: Absent, but Gino said that there are problems with women’s house capacity.  Brown’s Addition moved.  Chair is working today and they were supposed to have a representative here by bus.  MM to fine Chapter 3 for their absence, 2nd, MMP 18-2.

Chapter 2 by Rachel: Doing well; chapter is opening a women’s house on the 15th.  We had a Christmas party that went well; with a Santa and presents that were donated for the kids with Chapter 5.  Conflicts within the chapter have been resolved.

Chapter 1 by Steve: Chapter doing well.  One house kind of wants to stay out there by themselves.  We were lacking on getting World Services contributions at chapter meeting.  Meeting attendance last meeting was good.  Looking forward to the new year and making some changes, getting more people involved, doing the things we need to do to make it a strong and healthy chapter.  Also, housing services is going well contacting treatment centers and giving presentations and helping fill vacancies.  As a member of the Canyon Park House, this house seems to be doing exceptionally well for a new house.

Old Business: Workshop will be March 28, 29 and 30 at the Lake City Community Center.  A good band has been lined up for the dance.  Sorry newsletter was late.  Best Western motel: Have hospitality suite and rates set up for $64.00/night single occupancy, $72.00/night for double, triple or quad.  You can also stay at any of the Seattle houses.  There is a $15.00 registration fee.  Chairs need to call the chapter and let them know how many need to be housed and if any member cancels you must let them know!  $20.00 fee for late registrations (not within two weeks of workshop).  Brought up that Gino and Tom will give $100.00 each to chapter who has most people per capita to workshop. Ha Ha!  Paul Molloy and Mollie Brown coming to workshop.  MM to pay airfare and lodging for Paul and Mollie.  MM to amend to include expenses paid for Steve Shapiro of CSAT, 2nd, MMP.  Get all of state involved in planning and so forth for the workshop.  Workshop meeting on the 20th at the Echo Lake House at 7:00 pm.  Rondy brought up campground, pictures passed around, $100.00 for deposit and $300.00 for the whole campground.  There are no showers or bathrooms.  It is 20 miles east of Yakima.  MM to allocate $400.00 to pay to reserve it and Rondy to make a firm date with them for any weekend in July except the 4th, 2nd, MMP.  Sussi and Brian checked into Wa-Ri-Ki campground which is $238.00/night for 34 people, $7.00 each additional person. Excellent large campground with everything, but resolved it is too expensive for us!  MM to accept Old Business, 2nd, MMP.

3:55 pm: MM for break, 2nd, MMP.

4:07 pm: Meeting called back to order.

New Business: It is now election time!  Positions open: Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer may be re-elected, Chapter Housing Services may be re-elected, Auditor may be re-elected, Secretary.  These are one-year terms that may be re-elected up to two years.  Alumni positions are two-year terms that may be re-elected up to ten years.  Chair: Lance Wischler was nominated, 2nd.  Lance accepts nomination.  Qualifications: Has lived in a house since May, 2000, held house positions, vice-chair, chair, World Council member.  No other nominations.  MMP for Lance Wischler to be our new State Chair.  Vice-Chair: Phil Tarlton nominated, 2nd.  Mike Molan nominated, 2nd.  Sherry Burrows nominated, declined.  JR Walters nominated, declined.  MM to close nominations.  Phil’s qualifications:  Been in Chapter 2 house since September, 2000, held every position in the house except comptroller, housing services chair, Chapter 2 Chair, done presentations, working with Chapters 2 and 5 opening houses, willing to serve.  Mike’s qualifications:  Loves to travel, has been Chapter Chair, things would bring a lot to the position and has many ideas, alumni and still goes to house meetings.  Mike 15 Phil 6.  Voting privileges were explained: every member has a vote in a house, one representative from each house has a vote at chapter, and one representative per chapter has a vote at state.  Everyone has a voice!  Secretary: Sussi would love to continue being Secretary, but would like to have a resident in the position.  Tony Perkins was nominated, 2nd.  In order to be elected to a position, you have to be present at this meeting.  Tony is interested in the position, but had to have surgery and was unable to be here.  Kevin Ties is also interested in the position, but was unable to be here because he has pneumonia.  MM that we table election for State Secretary, 2nd, MMP.  Sussi will gladly continue to act as Secretary the next meeting.  Treasurer: Wayne Mesenbrink nominated, 2nd.  Rachel Morris nominated, 2nd.  Sandy nominated, 2nd.  MM to close nominations, 2nd, MMP.  Wayne’s qualifications: has held every position in the house, Chapter 9 Chair and now Treasurer.  Rachel’s qualifications: Chapter 2 Treasurer, Chair, been in Oxford 1 ½ years, has 14 years clean tomorrow, sponsor women’s and children’s house, has done audits, workshop treasurer.  Sandy’s qualifications: President, Comptroller and Chapter Treasurer.  Wayne 14, Rachel 4, Sandy 2.  Chapter Housing Services Coordinator:  Eric Perkins nominated, 2nd.  Oid Mattox nominated, 2nd.  MM to close nominations, 2nd, MMP.  Eric’s qualifications: been in a house 17 months, wants to do things that he didn’t get to do the first term, Chapter Secretary, Chapter Chair, has a computer of his own now, schedule more open, visits chapter meetings, HSR committee.  Oid’s qualifications: held house, chapter and state positions, been in houses for 10 years and 2 months, 6 months to each house, opened houses.  Eric 20, Oid 1.  Auditor: Blake nominated, 2nd.  Oid nominated, 2nd.  MM to close nominations, 2nd, MMP.  Blake’s qualifications: 10 years involvement, held almost every position except secretary, is a penny chaser, treasurer.  Oid’s qualifications: same as above.  Blake 18, Oid 2.  Alumni #1: Charles Golden nominated, 2nd. MM to close nominations., 2nd, MMP.  Alumni #2: Randy Holliday nominated, 2nd.  Annazette Smith nominated, 2nd.  Randy’s qualifications: held every house office, chapter positions, State Vice-Chair and alumni here to serve.  Annazette’s qualifications: 2 years 11 months clean, involved with Oxford all that time, held all offices technically at the same time! Chapter Treasurer, involved with World Convention.  Randy 15, Annazette 5.  Alumni Coordinator: Sussi Saks nominated, 2nd.  Myrna Brown nominated, 2nd.  Sussi feels Myrna knows everything and everyone!  MM to close nominations, 2nd, MMP.  Myrna’s qualifications: alumni, foresees program for alumni and wants to be involved, has held every office.  Sussi’s qualifications: alumni, lived in a house 4 years and 2 months, Housing Services Chair, Chapter Secretary, partial Chapter Chair term, held every house position, been State Secretary forever.  Sussi 13, Myrna 8.  End of elections.  CONGRATS TO ALL THE NEW AND RE-ELECTED OFFICERS!!  Also, big thanks to all the officers for a job well done!!  There is a new message board on the website, check it out.  There is also a new photo gallery and new calendar.  Brian talked about technical director position.  Brian and Sussi have donated 2 years of the website space and maintenance, no position needed at this time.  Wants to post sobriety birthdays on the website as well.  Orley brought up charity golf tournament.  Resolved that the fundraising committee has already been authorized to act on their own and report their activities and finances to the State Board.  Chapter 7 wants their fine for absence at the last State Board meeting waived.  Chair couldn’t get here at the last minute and was no time to send anyone else.  MM to waive Chapter 7’s $25.00 fine, 2nd, MMP.  Up to date charter applications handed out by Gino.  Discussed making a standardized lease with corrected language.  MM that Oid will prepare example, 2nd, MMP.  Chapter 3 thanks Sussi for being secretary and especially Brian for being Chair!

MM to close meeting, 2nd, MMP.  Meeting closed at 5:35 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.

NEXT MEETING MARCH 8, 2003 AT THE CHALET II HOUSE

8004 NW BACON

VANCOUVER, WA  ~~ 360-576-7792

Note: Great job Chapter 2 for thinking ahead and picking your house before the State Board Meeting!!!!!  Any women wishing to stay the night, will house for night.

Note to Chapter Secretaries: Please send each month’s chapter minutes to the new State Board Chair, Lance Wischler, at 2843 NW 69th Street, Seattle, WA  98117, Phone number: 206-706-9456…THANKS!

Sussi Saks, State Board Secretary

7713 NE 27th Street

Vancouver, WA  98662

360-882-0793 Home; spookysussiq@yahoo.com E-Mail address

** Attachments:  Chapter Summary Report form (blank); Expense Report form (blank); Alumni Registration form (blank).

G R O W   O R   G O ! ! !

Oxford Houses of Washington

Chapter Summary Report

Complete and bring to the State Meeting

Months ______________ & _________________



Date ______/______/_________

Chapter # ___________

Number of houses ____________
     Number of beds ___________

Checking account balance  $___________________

Petty cash balance  $____________________

Number of vacancies  _____________

Number of relapses  ______________

Chapter dues to State paid  Yes ____ No _____

Total amount of contribution paid to World Services  $__________________

Comments (How is your Chapter doing? AA-NA meeting attendance, conflicts, social events, etc.):

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________





Signature _________________________________ Title _________________
Oxford Houses of Washington

Expense Report

Name: ____________________________________

Months: ___________/____________

All expenses must be submitted along with a receipt, and voted upon by the members.
‌

Date
Activity/Purpose
Amount $
Receipt Y/N
















































































Total: $_________________

I hereby certify that this is a true and correct claim for expenses incurred by me on behalf of Oxford Houses of Washington.

_______________________________________________

________________________

Signature







Date

Oxford Alumni Registration Form
Name



Address



City/State/Zip



Phone


Email/other

Sobriety Birthday


Chapter
State

House Affiliation



Mail to: Sussi Saks, 7713 NE 27th Street, Vancouver, WA  98662

or email information to spookysussiq@yahoo.com
Oxford Alumni Registration Form
Name



Address



City/State/Zip



Phone


Email/other

Sobriety Birthday


Chapter
State

House Affiliation



Mail to: Sussi Saks, 7713 NE 27th Street, Vancouver, WA  98662

or email information to spookysussiq@yahoo.com
STATE BOARD MEETING


Canyon Park House


Bothell, WA





January 11, 2003











