Washington State Association of Oxford Houses

First Christian Church

811 Veneta Ave, Bremerton, WA‎ 

Saturday 14th of November
Chapter 26
·  11:15 Meeting called to order/serenity prayer/principals & traditions Roll call/ acceptance and/or corrections of last meeting minutes.

-Principles read
-Traditions  read
-Minutes Read/Presented as digital copy.





(MM2P Accept previous Minutes as Read   23-0  )
Roll Call

Officers

Chair




Tony Perkins



Present


Vice Chair



Ricky Mogel



Present

Parliamentarian


June Anderson


Absent
Secretary



Kirk Garretson


Present

Treasurer



Ted Tynan



Present

Budget & Finance


Jon Gildart



Present

Auditor



Pete Lang



Present

Chapter Services


David Taub



Present

Housing Services


Kim McIntosh



Present

Re-Entry Committee


Stanley Finney


Present

Alumni Coordinator


Mike Storm



Present

Outreach

Outreach



Gino Pugliese



Present

Outreach



Judy Maxwell



Present
Outreach



Blake Bippes



Present

Outreach



Stan Timberlake


Present

Outreach



Stacie Anderson


Present

Outreach



Marty Selvidge


Present


Voting Alumni

Alumni #1



Thea Wells



Present

Alumni #2



Adam Spea



Present
Alumni #3



Jason Bright



Absent
Alumni #4



Mike Storm



Present
Alumni #5



Eric Perkins



Present
Alumni #6



Pete Lang(Auditor)


Present

World Council

World Council


Brandy Pherson


Absent
World Council


John Gildart



Present
Chapters

Chapter #1



Larry Benfield-chair


Present

Chapter #2



Richard Birchall- Treasurer

Present

Chapter #3



John Hart



Present

Chapter #4



Marcel
o D



Present

Chapter #5



Devi Blackhard


Present
Chapter #6



Melanie Wimmer


Present
Chapter #7



Steven Anderson-temp chair

Present

Chapter #8



Bradley Hatfield 


Present

Chapter #9



David Long-Chair


Present
Chapter #10



Walter Harris – chair


Present

Chapter #11



Russell Denny



Present


Chapter #12



Heather Hicky – chair

Present

Chapter #13



Eli Dena-



Present
Chapter #14



Ryan Romaneski – chair

Present

Chapter #15



Larry Smith-Chair


Present

Chapter #16








Absent
Chapter #17





 


Absent
Chapter #18



Ted Tynan-co-chair


Present 

Chapter #19



Bob Jacques 
– chair


Present

Chapter #20



Eric Perkins-Alumni


Present

Chapter #21



Lorena Mize– chair


Present

Chapter #22








Present

Chapter #23



Roa Pesamino – chair

Present
Chapter #24








Absent
Chapter# 25








Absent
Chapter #26



Rick Lewis - chair


Present

Chapter #27








Present
Chapters on the East side of the state listed above that did not attend the meeting will not be fined for their non-attendence.  Please make sure you mail the information to the appropriate people.  Chapter Summary’s to be sent to The Secretary, and Audits and Checks and Bank Statements should be sent to the Budget and finance.  Chapter 25 will be fined for not attending $50 and will be expected to pay this fine next state meeting. (MM2F: 23 – 0)
Gino wanted to make an announcement that he has been to many Chapter meetings and has noticed that a lot of the things that are discussed at the State meeting are not being gone over, all Chapter Chairs should be taking notes and taking that information back to their Chapters and houses.
Guests Present
Mary  Y.  Candice Brawdt    Jeff Neely   Monique Walls   Melissa Johnson      

Ted Hogeweide     Jeff Neely       Walter Lucca        Melanie Simpson         

 Lauren Curly     Shaun Hughes
Chris McGuire is our special Guest today from texas, and currently on the World Council
Officer Reports:

· Chair Report- Tony Perkins
Bi-State meeting between Oregon and Washington went well.  Oxfest was discussed, Oregon’s contributions to World were discussed as well, and different traditions of both states was discussed, and shared.  This was the first meeting of it’s kind, and will not be the last.
· Co-Chair Report - Ricky Mogel 
Concern was brought up about H1N1 virus and it’s effect on members in houses and their children.  He would like to recommend going to: www.cdc.gov\H1N1flu\guidencehomecare.html this is a wonderful web-site that will give you guidance in taking care of your health, the others in your home, and found a great deal of good useful information.  Three things that were good points that should be followed in this situation.
-Face Masks should be available.

-Isolation / access to own bathroom / keeping clean

-Give the people that are sick time and space
Print out this information and post it in your houses, as well as addresses of free clinics in your area.
Answer your phones, Check you E-Mail’s and stay aware.

This is a tough time of the year for people and their recovery.  Please stay involved with each other and spend time with those that don’t have anyone to spend the holidays with.

Tony would like to point out that Ricky has been doing a great deal of things in Oxford and Events State wide, and would like to have everyone give him recognition for that.

· World Council Reports
·  Brandy Pehrson(absent)
· Jon Gildart- Today we had our first world conference call.  

-T-shirts still available from the world convention, and are for sale for $10 and the WC would like to make them available to anyone.

-Arkansas is a State that we are looking into starting Oxfords presence.

-Brandy is the new Chapter Committee Chair and Alumni World Council Chair.


-Check your e-mail and you will be able to see what the shirts look like.

· Walter Harris – Members of the World council have moved on, and voting took place today.  Natalie too Xavier’s place on the World Council. A standard form for minors living in the houses was discussed, this form will be required for all minors living in the Oxford houses nationwide.  This form is still being discussed and each house should look for guidance from their state officers and outreach on this topic. A child has to be emancipated in order to be at each house in order to live there.
Chris McGuire - Hello from Texas, he wanted to let us all know he is amazed about what and how we do this up here in Washington.  Texas only has 76 houses and is yet to get funding from the state.  He would like to share that each World committee needs 6 people per so if you want to get involved, please contact your world council members.  
-Tony would like to point out that Texas has these houses on a strictly volunteer basis and do not have outreach workers and no paid oxford employees.  He encourages travel to and from other states to see how things are done and share their experience in Oxford.
· Treasurer report, Ted Tynan
Beginning: $2,216.02 
Total Money Received: $38,262.64
Total after deposits: $40,478.66
Total Paid Out: $5,678.74
Total after Paid out: $34,799.92
(MM2P: 23-0 passed)Accept treasurer report as read

-Ted Tynan wants to remind all chapters that you should be attending the State meeting with Two months worth of audits and bank statements.
· Budget & Finance, Jon Gildart  : An outlook of the B&F committee is available to all that attend and chapter Chairs should take a copy and review.  If you have questions please contact John and ask him questions.  December 12th there will be another B&F meeting, the location (in Seattle area) and date will be posted on the website or mailed to your e-mail, at which time things will be discussed and people with concerns or input should attend.  The implementation for a new budgeting system is still in the works.  John has been researching these possibilities and software that is currently available. 
· Auditor, Pete Lang : Audits of Chapter 3,17,21 were done.  Things noticed were that the treasurer of chapters have only limited records of their checks and where they are going.  Things are looking good though and would like everyone to pass on their Treasurer’s name and contact info so that Pete can contact them.
· Re-entry Chair, Stan Finney: Sept.26th  Visit to Chapter 26th  and they should be noticed for their efforts.  The women’s houses were visited and Stan had a great time meeting the members of these houses.  He then spent the evening at one of the men’s houses and he felt welcome.  Chapter 6 was also visited and Stan had a good time helping them as well.  Moses Lake was also visited. (Please See attached report) 
· Housing/Chapter Services
-Tony wanted to read an email from Will who was not able to make it.  A scholarship has been worked on with the YMCA and a meeting resulted in a state wide scholarship program that would help those in need with free passes into the YMCA

· Kim McIntosh –(see attached)
· Dave Taub – Community involvement has been a focus for Dave, such as taking Back our Neighborhoods which involves a community clean up program which actually sought out Dave to be a rep for Oxford because of the reputation of what Oxford house in Clark County.  Next month on the 19th of December we would like all to come to the Christmas Party in Clark County, which has always been a success and a whole lot of fun.  Please watch your e-mail for time and location.
· Bob Jacques- (please see attached)
· ( Break)  
· Expense Approvals, Checks Written - Ted Tynan 

All Expenses approved and motioned to be accepted (23-0)
· Outreach Workers
· Gino Pugliese 
· Loan reports were made available to all the Chapter chairs and are available through them.  Our usual percentage is 90% payback rate.  Please Chapter Chairs look over this report and make sure that your houses stay current on their loan payments.  We have to pay our loans back within 24 months. 
· Gino is asking for assistance for the Aberdeen house that is in need of help, so those that can, please do.
· Please do not overuse your local community resources, if you are able to work and are receiving assistance, do what you can to get a job and allow for those who truly NEED the money to pay their EES or establish a place to live, to receive assistance too.  
· Judy Maxwell 
-Donations for the Sign House were received and thank you for those who have donated.  

-Web site update, please update your vacancies, check your voicemails and return your phone calls.

-Paul Maloy has sent Judy some mail that he received from people that have tried to contact houses that list a vacancy and have still to return their messages or inquiries.  Please follow up on message and letters you get.

-June 11th to 13th is the Chapter Officers workshop AGAIN at Whidbey Island location, other locations were investigated and nothing was found that would handle our numbers.  Deposit was sent in to secure the location and she hopes to see the people there that would like to attend. 
· Blake Bippes 
· Housing Activity Reports: Are still needed and are important for us to have to make reports available for Oxford Inc. – Discussion on weather or not we should FINE Chapters that are not sending their HAR reports in to Blake.  This has been a problem for quite some time and should be a priority for Chapters to get this information to Blake so that he can complete the State statistics.  (blake@oxfordhouse.us)
· Spokane Co. Officers workshop went well, great spaghetti feed and good turn out.  This is a necessity for unity and organization on the east side of the state.  
· Prevention Summit in Yakima went well, attended with Stacy.  There was a great deal of interest shown at this event. 
· Theft has been a continuing problem, maintain that there is Two Check signers and a chain of notification for all finances that are expended by your houses and Chapters.
· Stan Timberlake 

· Fires have been a problem in a few locations.

· UA policy should be discussed on a house level and there should be measures in place that will allow the member to explain themselves. As well, use your labs to send in the UA’s that are questionable.  There are a lot of false positives, so be careful.

· Stacie Anderson 
· Yakima was quite an issue these last two months, the issues were resolved after City Council meetings, and some help from Paul Maloy himself.  The local community was upset about having a Recovery house in their neighborhood.  Our excellent support from outreach was present.  November 30th there will be an open house, Stacy invited all the neighbors and hopes that they will attend to see what Oxford is all about.  
· Please stress the importance of paying your EES and not allowing members to lapse on their equal payments for their residents.
· January 23rd there will be a House officers workshop in Yakima.
· Marty Selvidge
-Check and update your web-site, the outreach can check when you do and what houses are NOT checking their website and updating.  If you don’t have a password, call your outreach.  

- Do NOT let people slide on paying their EES, implement a policy such as late people on their EES should have to pay 25% of their EES and should not be allowed to go over one week of being late. And do not allow personal Checks, even if a member has been paying for a long time, start making it mandatory to pay with a Money Order.

-Workshop ($100 is needed for the booth) on the Kitsap Peninsula
· 1:30 for Lunch Break
______________________________________________________________________
· Old Business
· Gino Pugliese was mentioned as a recipient of the Founders Award, one of only eight awarded in all of Oxford history, when you get the chance please congratulate him.

· 100 Year Award Presentations:

- These are huge awards for contributions to world every year.

  90 of these awards were given out to our houses in Washington State.

-Washington state has been the leader in these donations, yet our established houses that are dropping off from the list of houses that regularly donate.  We are trying to get more contributions sent to world from the houses in our state. Chapter Chairs, please make it a point to ask the houses that are not contributing, and also, tell the houses that if they CAN afford more than the requested $70.00, to please do so.  Our new incentive program as suggested above should help you in this and you should place emphasis on this donation because of its importance to Oxford Inc.

· State Association Organizational Chart – who do we call when we need assistance… 

· Chain of command, problems in houses, need to go to Chapter, if the Chapter does not take actions that are conducive to Oxford and the best interest of the members, then turn to outreach workers.  Houses should be informed not to call outreach directly, don’t seek out different information from these sources.  Do not shop Outreach Workers, be sure that the decision they make is the correct one.  

· Web Site – ORG vs. US – Email – Vacancy Updates & the usefulness of this site when it comes to our state and communications.  It is a great tool to get the State Minutes and stay informed as to the events and decisions that are made by your peers.  There are also forms and the State directory available, announcements and fundraisers, and links to resources in the areas all over our state.

-Does the State association want to hold an Oxfest in Seattle next year, Motion was entertained to hold this event for the first time in the North.  Motion made after discussion about when and possibly where to hold this event.  $3000.00 was proposed to help start this event, taken from the State association, yet after the committee is formed. 

MM2P:made to create a committee for organizing Oxfest in Seattle area Passed (23-0)

-Stark House was mentioned, Ken Stark was the Washington state director for the Drug and Alcohol Commission.  Gino would like to name a house after Mr. Stark in honor of what he did and his support of Oxford once he was informed of what we are doing for those in recovery.  A grand opening will be held on October 15th for this house is Mount Vernon, and an award needs to be made to honor the service of this event and the needs.  MM2P: To make $1000.00 for this event.  (23-0)

-Recognize Chapter 27 as a formal Chapter of Oxford House State Association. (23-0)

-Make $400.00 available to Chapter 26 for food at the next chapter meeting.

-Please help Deaf Houses in Chapter 5 one men’s and ones Women’s, they need help with their loan payments, if you are able to, and can afford it please send the donations to Judy Maxwell P.O. Box  1304  Vancouver Wa. 98666 to help these Houses out, being some of our only handicapped houses that are having hard times.  This is something

· Alumni elections : 
· Will Biggs nominated to fill one of the two vacant Alumni Representative positions, Nominated and Elected (23-0)
___________________________________________________________________

· New Business  (Old Buisness items revisited)
Position 7 alumni : Steven Anderson was nominated to be Alumni 7, who still holds Chapter 7 Chairman position and would like to until the end of his term.  
Motion made to make Steve A. Alumni member at the next State Meeting, did not pass.
Motion Made to make Steven A. Alumni 7 on November 19th - Passed 

-Twin Harbor State park reservations being made for the Third Weekend in  July, please start making plans for this event.
Motion made to pay $1355.00 for the SIGN House and Betty Miller: Discussion by Stan Finney and Tony Perkins resulted in explaining that this donation should be considered as helping out not only the houses but also the Chapters that they are in (Chapter 5) Attendance in this house has been difficult to keep full, and payment for their loans have been difficult.  (20-4 Passed)
Please Call 509.460.2274 for Pete Lang if you have any questions about your 

Chapter Audit forms or problems.  And please forward this number to your 

treasurer.
Motion made to Cover the cost of the Kitsap Providers Conference (Marty) $100









(MM2P 23-0 pass)

UA is only a tool, do not over react to a positive test strip.  Be careful about who we are kicking out and what reason.  The process for kicking out a member, still requires a vote, and the person being questioned does still have a vote and that process should be in the minutes. At the same time you do not need a UA to kick someone out either.  Consider the process of kicking someone out as well and when to send them out of the house.  If they are a drunk member do not let them drive away etc. 
30 Day rule:  Upon relapse how long it is before an individual can move back into Oxford as a whole, anywhere.  There is a delicate line between the relapsing addict who wants to get back into Oxford and our policy.  
Motion that the Monthly HAR report be a form that needs to be turned into Blake by every state meeting (2 months) E-mailed format is the suggested and preferred format.  This will be kept track of by Blake, and he will bring a report of who did not complete and send in their report at each state meeting.  Chapters that do not, will be fined $50 by the State. (23-0 Passed)
Suggested that the HSR for each chapter do random calls to the house and see who answers and who calls back to return messages.  This assures that houses are answering their phones and responding in a timely manner. (Per Tony)

Fleck family fund was started to help houses get items that are needed by the house, like new beds etc.  and is now gone, another fund has also been used up. Tony would like to make a Motion that the State allocate $5000.00 for the use of helping out houses in need get items that they need.  This fund would be managed by one State association member and one Outreach worker. This would assure that the need of the house and the requests for this help should be made by houses are considered completely. Oxford House Donation Fund(24-0 Passed)

Motion that we make State officer elections permanently in March (24-0 Passed) This is a BiLaw change and received a 2/3 majority vote.

Stacy would like to Motion that $2110.00 for the payment of the Clark House revolving  loan be made by the state, and be paid back at $100.00 per month (24-0 Passed)
Walter from Chapter 10 would like to Motion that we loan $2795.00  due to the theft of some money and the closing of the Robertson House. Discussion then
amended that the amount for the Robertson house be a donation not a loan. It was then discovered that the Robertson house debt was only $795.00.  That being said, $2000.00 of that be a loan and the $795.00 needed for the closure of the revolving loan be a donation. (24-0 Passed) 
Next State meeting is to be held in Chapter 27, family of faith community church 708   Nora Ave. 99207 in Spokane Washington.  January 9th 2010 @ 11 am
· Chapter’s Summary Reports

meeting adjourned.

· Adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer

Chapters 9, 15,11 are all fined for not having appropriate paperwork for the State Meeting. $50.00





Attached Reports

Just a reminder, if you give a report at the State Meeting, please send a soft copy (digital copy) to the Secretary so that it can be included in the minutes.  Thank You!!!

Kirk Garretson  Washington State Association Secretary 

secretary@oxfordhouse.us

